SPORT

LEICHHARDT skipper
Danny Stowers will take
his place in the midfield
for tomorrow night’s home
FNQ Football preliminary
final against Stratford de-
spite being hospitalised
last weekend.

Stowers fell awkwardly
on his head during the
team’s 4-0 defeat of Edge
Hill last weekend and
spent a nervous few hours
in care after the game.

But an early exit from
the hospital and a few
days of relaxation at Mis-
sion Beach has him back
on deck with a clean bill
of health for tomorrow
night’s clash at Leichhardt
Soccer Club.

Coach Chris Pennington
said Stowers’ availability
was a huge boost as they
attempt to qualify for the
decider.

“It would have been a bit
of a loss. He is an inspira-
tion and very important
to have around the club,”
Pennington said.

The same side that domi-
nated Edge Hill will take
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the park this weekend, but
the coach hinted he might
tweak the set-up slightly.

“I'd say Stratford are
individually more skilful,
tougher, quicker and physi-
cal. They also like to attack
more so that will mean
some adjustment from our
end,” Pennington said.

The team trained away
from their home paddock
this week in an effort
to maintain the sense
of  occasion come
tomorrow.

“I want it to feel dif-
ferent when they walk
out on Saturday night,”
Pennington explained.

“It’s two teams at the
pointy end of the season
that are playing well and
both want to go through.
Anyone that wants to see
some tough, classy football
should get down.”

PRELIMINARY FINAL TOMORROW, 7.45PM

Stratford FC: M Bull (c), P Sorensen, F Fabris, A Bull, J Bull, T Kikuchi,
A Lohmann, D Gatto, C Breton, J Craig, R Booy, D Sherwin, C Barber,

H Ah Shay-Knight, J Bell, N Mapp.

Leichhardt: D Stowers (c), J Richards, M Pinto , P Clarke, A Crowe,
K Frisch, P Rogato, M Murphy, D Fernandez, S Sproul, H Ingles, S
Nuttall, C Kennedy, D Soares, O Mazigi.

Lions skipper

Ingplratlonal; start favourites in my book,”
Leichhardt skipper Pennington said.
Danny Stowers tal§es a “I don’t know about grudge
& clean bill of health into match but it will definitely
- : ' E .:’ tomorrow night's clash be a physical one from both
NarWEY. teams.”

 against Stratford,

Stratford
ready for
a bruiser

TOMORROW night’s

preliminary final has been

billed as the traditional
-~ grudge match by Stratford
coach Glenn Biskin.

His team must beat a
red-hot Leichhardt if they
want another crack at Marlin
Coast in the decider and he
anticipated plenty of feeling
during the heated battle.

“There has always been a
bit between the teams and it’s
good to see the rivalry back
again,” Biskin said.

He said a history of player
movement between the two
clubs had created the fire

between the sides and
. could not wait to
write the next chapter
in the contest this
weekend.
“We’re not at all
nervous,” Biskin said.

Finals experience is a
rarity in Biskin’s squad but it
isn’t worrying him.

“We’re very confident in
taking them on and have
made a pact to play in that
grand final and win every
50-50 ball. I think we learned
heaps from the loss last week
and we’ll be up in their face
this time.”

Opposition coach Chris
Pennington was not buying
in to the grudge match talk,
instead shifting the pressure
on to the higher-placed team.

“They finished second, we
were third. Both good sides
but they should definitely
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